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3.  H-1B Options for Physicians:   Post Graduate Training and Attending Positions

International Medical School Graduates (IMG) can obtain H-1B status for clinical residency/fellowship programs, and attending positions, if they have passed all three parts of the USMLE examination or all parts of its predecessor,  FLEX or NBME.  The IMG must be competent in English, as evidenced by issuance of the ECFMG certificate, or a graduate of a medical school accredited by the U.S. Department of Education.  Graduates of U.S. medical schools entering post-graduate training positions are not required to have passed these examinations, nor do they require ECFMG certification.  

This provision does not apply to teaching or research positions, including Research Fellowships.  The provision may also not apply to certain Pathology Residency positions. Additionally, if an individual can establish that they are of international renown, as evidenced by publications and presentations, USCIS may approve an H-1b petition, even if the individual has not passed USMLE 3.
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